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W h at  I  th in k  w e ’v e  do n e  h e re  t o day  i s  l o o k  a t  th e  c r ea t i v e  r an ge  an d  ae s th e t i c  mer i t s  o f
fo l k  a r t  w o rk s  o n  paper .   W h at  I  w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  to  c o n s ide r  fur th e r  i s  t h e  n a ture  o f  th e
mate r ia l  i t s e l f  an d  c o n s ide r  i t s  s pec ia l  c h arac t e r i s t i c s -  e s pec ia l l y  i t s  durab i l i t y ,  o r  mo re
ac c ura t e l y ,  i t s  f r ag i l i t y ,  an d  h o w  th e  mate r ia l  e f f e c t s  i t s  v i s ua l  an d  c o n c ur ren t  emo t io n a l
pro per t i e s .   I  w an t  y o u  to  c o n s ide r  th e  s i gn i f i c an c e  o f  th e  w o rk s  w e  h av e  l o o k ed  a t  t o
th e i r  mak er s  an d  o w n er s  an d  th e  me th o d  o f  t r an s f e r en c e  o f  mean in g  f ro m th em to  us
to day .

W h en  y o u  w o rk  o n  paper ,  ev e ry  mark  th a t  y o u  mak e  i s  e v iden t  in  th e  f in a l  w o rk .   T h e
f ibe r s  o f  paper  abs o rb  in k  o r  w ate r c o l o r  an d  th ey  bec o me  par t  o f  i t .   I t  i s  s uc h  a  s en s i t i v e
medium th a t  an  ar t i s t ’ s  mo men t  o f  h e s i t a t io n  i s  m i r ro red  in  th e  mark  th a t  h e/s h e  mak e s .
A  brus h  s t ro k e  app l i e s  p igmen t  an d  i t  s in k s  in to  th e  paper  an d  i s  par t  o f  i t  in de l ib l y .

Bo y  in  b l ue  s u i t  by  Rufus  Po r t e r

T h ere fo re ,  bec aus e  th e  a r t i s t  r emain s  s o  v i s ib l e  in  th e  w o rk  th ro ugh  h i s /h er  r ec o rded
ac t io n s ,  w o rk s  o n  paper  a re  c o n s ide red  th e  mo s t  in t imate ,  s po n tan eo us  an d  d i r ec t  o f  a l l
a r t  w o rk s .   T h i s  in t imac y  i s  fur th e r  en h an c ed  by  th e  s c a l e  o f  mo s t  w o rk s  o n  paper .   I n  th i s
pe r io d ,  o n l y  by  jo in in g  mul t ip l e  s h ee t s  o f  paper  t o ge th e r  c o u l d  o n e  ge t  a  l a rge  s h ee t ,  an d
th us ,  gen e ra l l y ,  w o rk s  o n  paper  a re  qu i t e  s ma l l .   T o  l o o k  a t  th em y o u  c an  h o l d  th em in
y o ur  h an d,  o r  i f  t h ey  a re  f r amed an d  o n  a  w a l l ,  y o u  h av e  to  s t an d  c l o s e  t o  th em to  s ee
th em pro per l y .

W o rk s  o n  paper  h av e  a l w ay s  been  c o mmo n - mean in g  n umero us -  c o mpared  to ,  s ay ,  o i l
pa in t in gs .   T h ey  are  c h eaper  t o  pro duc e  in  t e rms  o f  th e  mate r ia l s  u s ed  an d  th e  t ime  th ey
tak e  to  mak e ,  in  par t  bec aus e  th e re  a re  f ew er  l ay e r s  t o  th em,  an d  th ey  a re  n o t  a s
e l abo ra t e l y  f in i s h ed  w i th  g l az e s  an d  v arn i s h e s -  a l l  s t age s  w h ic h  a l s o  s e rv e  t o  o b l i t e ra t e  th e
s en s e  o f  th e  a r t i s t ’ s  h an d  a t  w o rk .

A l s o  a t  i s s ue  h e re  i s  th a t  in  o i l  pa in t in gs  th e  c o n v en t io n s  o f  th e  day  w ere  mo re  l i k e l y
empl o y ed  an d  r e f in emen t s  w ere  added  th a t  w ere  o f t en  in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  an  ar t i s t ’ s  o w n



s en s ib i l i t i e s .   F o r  th e  mo re  ac ademic  a r t i s t s ,  w o rk s  o n  paper  w ere  th e  pe r s o n a l  w o rk  th ey
d id  in  w h ic h  th ey  c o u l d  ex pre s s  th ems e l v e s  f r ee l y ,  u s ua l l y  w i th o ut  c o n c e rn  fo r  th e  o p in io n
o f  a  pa t ro n ,  a s  w o rk s  o n  paper  w ere  mo s t  o f t en  n o t  r egarded  a s  f in i s h ed  w o rk s  o r  a s
v a l uab l e  w o rk s .   T h ey  w ere  mo re  l i k e l y  r egarded  a s  pre l im in ary  s k e t c h e s ,  t r a in in g
ex e rc i s e s ,  o r  ex per imen t s .   F o r  th e  fo l k  a r t i s t ,  w o rk s  o n  paper  w ere  an  en d  in  th ems e l v e s .

F o r  fo l k  a r t i s t s ,  t h e  w o rk s  th ey  pro duc ed  w ere  image s  o f  w h at  th ey  k n ew  to  be ,  r a th e r
th an  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  v i s ua l  pro c e s s  an d ,  th us ,  w ere  n o t  a  r epro duc t io n  o f  w h at  c o u l d
ac tua l l y  be  s een ,  T h e  ph y s i c a l  r ea l i t y  th a t  i s  pre s en ted  in  th e s e  w o rk s  i s  f i l t e r ed  th ro ugh
th e  m in d  an d  pe r s o n a l i t y  o f  th e  a r t i s t s ,  r e s u l t in g  in  a  pe r s o n a l  in t e rpre ta t io n  o f  ‘ r ea l i t y ’ ,
n o t  a  m i r ro r  image  o f  i t .   A n d th i s  mo re  pe r s o n a l  f o rm o f  a r t i s t i c  ex pre s s io n  e s t ab l i s h e s
mo re  d i r ec t  c o n tac t  w i th  th e  v i ew er  an d  a l l o w s  th e  v i ew er  t o  r e s po n d mo re  in tu i t i v e l y ,  o r
c o n v er s e l y ,  l e s s  o b jec t i v e l y .

A mer ic an  ar t  in  gen era l ,  an d  mo re  par t i c u l a r l y  A mer ic an  fo l k  a r t ,  i s  de s c r ibed  a s  abo ut
s o l id i t y ,  w h at  i s  r ea l l y  th e re .   S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  i t  t en ds ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t o  empl o y  bo un ded  fo rms ,
mean in g  th o s e  w i th  de f in ed  edge s -  o u t l in e s .   Y e t  in  w ate r c o l o r s  th e  s ub jec t  mat t e r  s o
c o n c re t e l y  po r t ray ed  i s  o f t en  th in gs  w h ic h  are  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n ta in  an d  k eep-  o ur  f r ag i l e
l o v e s  f o r  an o th e r ,  f ami l y  t i e s  w h en  f ac ed  w i th  th e  c e r t a in ty  o f  dea th ,  an d  th e  k n o w l edge
o f  in ev i t ab l e  c h an ge  o v e r  t ime .   W e  h av e  a  c u l tura l  de s i r e  fo r  k n o w in g  an d  c e r t a in ty  an d
l i v e  in  a  t empo ra l  r ea l i t y -  t ime  pro duc e s  c h an ge .

Se l in da  H i l l  by  h e r  s i s t e r ,  Caro l in e
Hi l l

W o rk s  o n  paper  r ec o rd  th e  l i k en e s s  o f  a  l o v ed  o n e ,  s h o w  th e  s t ruc ture  o f  f ami l i e s ,  a r e
maps  o f  w h at  i s  k n o w n  o f  th e  c o un t ry  o r ,  o n  a  s ma l l e r  s c a l e ,  o n e ’ s  f a rm,  T h ey  s h o w
h i s to r i c a l  an d  pa t r io t i c  f i gure s ,  o r  g r i ev in g  f ami l y  member s  in  th e  c h urc h  y ard-  amo n g
man y  o th e r  po s s ib l e  s ub jec t s .

I  h av e  fo un d gen era l l y  th a t  c o l l e c to r s  beg in  c o l l e c t in g  o th e r  th in gs  th an  w o rk s  o n  paper -
furn i ture ,  o i l s  o n  c an v as ,  c e ramic s ,  rugs …  W o rk s  o n  paper  a re  an  ac qu i r ed  t a s t e .   I  t h in k
i t  t ak e s  mo re  s o ph i s t i c a t io n  to  apprec ia t e  th em.   A t  f i r s t ,  t o  mo s t  peo p l e ,  th ey  s eem l e s s
s i gn i f i c an t ,  o f  l e s s  v a l ue .   But ,  I  c o n s tan t l y  f in d  th a t  th e  c o l l e c to r s  I  h av e  mo s t
apprec ia t io n  fo r ,  ba s i c a l l y  bec aus e  I  f in d  th em mo re  s en s i t i v e  a s  peo p l e ,  c o l l e c t  w o rk s  o n
paper .

I  be l i ev e  th a t  w e  c o l l e c t  c e r t a in  th in gs ,  in  add i t io n  to  o ur  ae s th e t i c  apprec ia t io n  o f  th em,
bec aus e  o f  th e  v a l ue s  w e  h o l d ,  be  th a t  l o v e  o f  f ami l y ,  r e s pec t  f o r  h i s t o ry ,  apprec ia t io n  o f



th e  l an d ,  o r  r e l i g io us  f e rv o r ,  o r -  an d  o f t en -  a  s t ro n g  s en s e  o f  l o n g in g  fo r  s o me th in g  th a t
h as  been  l o s t  t o  us .   A r t  th a t  w as  c r ea t ed  fo r  th e  purpo s e  o f  s t r a igh t  r e c o rd  k eep in g
bec o mes  o v e r  t ime  an  o b jec t  f o r  r emembran c e .   A n o th e r  emo t io n a l  e l emen t  h as  been
added  to  i t ,  an d  gen era t io n s  l a t e r  w e  f e e l  th o s e  th in gs  an d  w e  r e s po n d.

T h ere ’ s  a  beaut i fu l  s t a t emen t  w r i t t en  by  J o h n  Demo s ,  a  c o l l e c to r  an d  h i s t o ry  pro fe s s o r ,  in
th e  bo o k ,  “ T h e  A r t  o f  F ami l y ” .

He  s ay s ,  “ F in a l l y -  a f t e r  r e c o rd  k eep in g  an d  ben ea th  r emembran c e -  l i e s  a  deeper ,  mo re
emo t io n a l  l ay e r  an d  th e  mo t iv e ,  in  par t i c u l a r ,  o f  l in k age .   I n  th e  r eg i s t e r  ( mean in g  f ami l y
r ec o rds ) ,  mo s t  o f  a l l ,  w as  th i s  l i t e ra l l y  in s c r ibed- w i th  w h o l e  gen era t io n s  s ubs umed in  a
r i c h l y  ev o c a t i v e  i c o n o graph y  o f  h ear t s ,  f l o w er s ,  c h a in s ,  an d  e l abo ra t e l y  bran c h in g  t r ee s .
‘W e  are  fo rev e r ;  an d  un break ab l y ,  j o in ed ;   w e  be l o n g  to  eac h  o th e r ;  w e  are  o n e . ’  ’ ’

T ebbe t s  F ami l y  r e c o rd ,  by  G eo rge
Me l v i l l e

A n d w e  a s  c o l l e c to r s  f e e l  th e  po w er  o f  th o s e  emo t io n s  in  th e  w o rk s ,  an d  w e  de s i r e  t o  be
c o n n ec t ed  to  th e  o b jec t s  th a t  c aus e  us  t o  f e e l  th i s  w ay  abo ut  th em.


